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Reality: Some Provoking Thoughts,” held in Istanbul, Turkey, 23-25 November 2017. 



 
 

 

9. Speaker at World Halal Summit 2016 on the topic “Global Economic Crisis from Islamic Finance 

Perspective,” held in Istanbul, Turkey, 15-17 December 2016. 

10. Speaker at World Halal Day 2016 on “Investment Opportunities in Islamic Banking,” organized by 

Center for Halal Quality Certification & United World Halal Development, Opatija, Croatia, 2-4 

November 2016. 

11. Trainer for a workshop on “Risks and Issues in Structuring Sukuk.” Organized by Malaysian Rating 

Corporation Berhad (MARC), 20-21 May 2015, Hotel One World, Kuala Lumpur. 

12. Trainer for a workshop on “Risks and Issues in Structuring Sukuk.” Organized by Malaysian Rating 

Corporation Berhad (MARC), 24-25 September 2014, Hotel One World, Kuala Lumpur. 

13. Trainer for a workshop on “Islamic Trade Finance: Structuring Shariah–Compliant Trade Finance 

Products.” Organized by MIF Training, REDmoney, 28-29 April 2014, Hotel Doubletree, Kuala 

Lumpur. 

14. Trainer for a workshop on “Risks and Issues in Structuring Sukuk.” Organized by Malaysian Rating 

Corporation Berhad (MARC), 23-24 April 2014, Hotel One World, Kuala Lumpur. 

15. Guest Lecturer for Islamic Banking Master Program at the School of Economics and Business 

Sarajevo, University of Sarajevo, on topic “Islamic Certificates (Sukuk),” 28 December 2013, Sarajevo, 

Bosnia & Herzegovina. 

16. Trainer for “Islamic Finance Academy” program on Day 1 ‘Shariah Principles and Islamic Finance 

Contracts’ and Day 2 ‘Islamic Corporate Banking and Trade Finance.’ Organized by MIF Training, 

REDmoney, 9-10 December 2013, Renaissance Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. 

17. Trainer for a workshop on “Structuring Shariah–Compliant Trade Finance Products.” Organized by 

MIF Training, REDmoney, 13-14 November 2013, Renaissance Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. 

18. Trainer for a workshop on “Risks and Issues in Structuring Sukuk.” Organized by Malaysian Rating 

Corporation Berhad (MARC), 23-24 October 2013, Hotel One World, Kuala Lumpur. 

19. Trainer for a workshop on “Islamic Trade Finance.” Organized by MIF Training, REDmoney, 23-24 

September 2013, Kuala Lumpur [In-house training for EXIM Bank]. 

20. Trainer for a workshop on “Effective Sukuk Structuring: Case-driven Approach to Shariah Risk and 

Issues.” Organized by MIF Training, REDmoney, 3-4 September 2013, Renaissance Hotel, Kuala 

Lumpur. 

21. Speaker at Sarajevo Halal Fair and Forum (SAHAF) on the topic “Global Trends in the Islamic 

Finance Industry,” Center Skenderija, Sarajevo, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 16 May 2013 (via video 

recorded presentation). 

22. Trainer for a workshop on “Structuring Shariah–Compliant Trade Finance Products.” Organized by 

MIF Training, REDmoney, 14-15 May 2013, Hotel Doubletree, Kuala Lumpur. 

23. Speaker on the topic “Islamic finance - Malaysian Experiences” for undergraduate students at Faculty 

of Economics, University of Sarajevo, 23 March 2013 (online via Skype). 

24. Trainer for a workshop on “Risks and Issues in Structuring Sukuk.” Organized by Malaysian Rating 

Corporation Berhad (MARC), 26-27 February 2013, Hotel One World, Kuala Lumpur. 



 
 

 

25. Trainer for a workshop on “Shari’ah Risks and Issues in Structuring Sukuk.” Organized by Malaysian 

Rating Corporation Berhad (MARC), 12-13 September 2012, Hotel DoubleTree by Hilton, Kuala 

Lumpur. 

26. Trainer for a workshop on “Islamic Trade Finance: Structuring Shariah–Compliant Trade Finance 

Products.” Organized by MIF Training, REDmoney, 20-21 March 2012, Hotel Doubletree, Kuala 

Lumpur.  

27. Trainer for in-house training on “Basic Shari’ah Principles.” Organized by IILM for its staff. 16 Jan 

2012, The Intermark, Kuala Lumpur. 

28. Trainer for a workshop on “Islamic Banking Principles & Malaysia as an International Islamic Financial 

Centre.” Organized by REDmoney 31 January 2012, The Ritz Carlton Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. 

29. Speaker on the topic “The Islamic Financial System: It’s Philosophy, Principles and Practices,” 

organized by Bosnian Islamic Society of Perth, WA, 8 January 2012, Social Sciences Lecture Theatre, 

University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia. 

30. Presentation during the ISRA Council of Scholars meeting on “Issues Related to Late Payment 

Charges: A Dilemma Faced by Islamic Banks and Way Forward,” 30 November 2011, Hotel 

Intercontinental, Kuala Lumpur. 

31. Speaker at the Asian Solidarity Economy Forum (ASEF 2011) on “Social Economy/Enterprise in 

Action: Islamic Initiatives,” organized by Asian Social Entrepreneurs Coalition (ASEC), 31 October 

2011, Cheras, Kuala Lumpur. 

32. Trainer for a workshop on “The Road to Sukuk Issuance: Shariah Risk and Issues.” Organized by 

Malaysian Rating Corporation Berhad (MARC), 29 July 2011, Hotel Equatorial, Kuala Lumpur.  

33. Trainer for MIF Training “Islamic Finance Law School” Session 1 entitled “Legal, Documentation & 

Shariah Issues for Islamic Corporate Banking.” Organized by REDmoney 26 July 2011, Kuala Lumpur.  

34. Speaker at the Special Session with EMBA Students from University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee on 

“Islamic Finance Industry: Current State, Challenges and Prospects,” INCEIF Auditorium, 2 June 

2011, Kuala Lumpur. 

35. Alternative Macroeconomic Policy – Project Coordinator, 2011. 

36. Speaker at the Actuarial Science and Risk Management Seminar 2010 (ASRiM) on “Risk Management 

from Islamic Perspective,” organized by Faculty of Science and Technology, Universiti Sains Islam 

Malaysia (USIM), 13 January 2010. Nilai, Kuala Lumpur. 

37. Textbook on Islamic Financial Market “Islamic Financial System: Principles & Operations” – Project Leader, 

October 2009 – June 2011. 

38. Trainer for Affin Bank In-House Programme by INCEIF “Murabahah and BBA,” 30 September 2009, 

Affin Bank Berhad, Kuala Lumpur. 

39. Islamic Pricing Benchmark – The project Coordinator, completed. 

40. A Comprehensive Review and Critical Appraisal of Islamic Home Financing – Project Leader April 2009 – 2011. 

 



 
 

 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

 

1. Financial Literacy in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Project leader, project financed by the Center for Advanced 
Studies, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

2. Smolo, E., & Šiljak, D. (2022). Bosna-Hersek’teki Güncel Makroekonomik Gelişmeler [Current 

Macroeconomic Developments in Bosnia and Herzegovina]. In E. Topcu & M. Mulalić (Eds.), Bosna-

Hersek: Ekonomi ve Siyaset Çerçevesinde Ülke Analizi (pp. 157–203). İTO (İstanbul Ticaret Odası). 

ISBN 78-605-137-891-6. - Project financed by the Istanbul Chamber of Commerce. 
3. Smolo E. (2022) “Islamska ekonomska misao i slobodno tržište: uloga islamskih učenjaka.” 

InČavalić, A. and Mehmedović, R. (Eds.), Slobode u muslimanskom svijetu. (pp. 95-131). Tuzla: 
Udruženje građana “Multi”. ISBN 978-9926-8496-8-9. - Project financed by MULTI, Tuzla, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. 

4. ISRA. (2011). Islamic Financial System: Principles & Operations. Kuala Lumpur: ISRA. ISBN 978-967-349-
127-8 (Project Coordinator and co-author of three chapters). 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS

 

1. Smolo, E. (2023). ‘Asimetrični uticaj mikrofinansija na ekonomski rast: dokazi iz Bosne i Hercegovine [Asymmetric 
Impact of Microfinance on Economic Growth: Evidence from Bosnia and Herzegovina].’ Secured the 3rd place in the 
prestigious 'GOLDEN S FOR THE BEST PAPER IN ECONOMICS AND BANKING 2023' awards 
program organized by Sparkasse Bank dd, Bosnia & Herzegovina.  

2. Smolo, E., Iqbal, M. A., & Akdemir, A. (2023). ‘The efficiency of Participation Banking Sector in Turkey: 
A DEA Approach’. A paper presented at the International Conference on Islamic Finance and Banking 
(ICIFB2023), September 10, 2022 (Online), Doha, Qatar. The best paper award. (SCOPUS) 

3. Smolo, E., Jahangir, R., Nagayev, R., & Tarazi, C.S.C. (2022). Performances of Islamic and Conventional 
Equities during the Global Health Crisis:  Time-Frequency Analysis of BRICS+T Markets. Review of 
Financial Economics, 40(3), 259-280. https://doi.org/10.1002/rfe.1152. The Special Issue 2nd Best 
Paper Award. (Q2 - SCOPUS, ESCI, WoS) 

4. Smolo E. (2021). ‘Finance-Growth Nexus: Evidence from Systematically Important Islamic Finance 

Countries.’ A paper presented at the 11th Foundation of Islamic Finance Conference (FIFC). Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia, 20-22 March 2021 (Online). The best paper award. 

THESIS SUPERVISIONS

 

A. PhD & Master Theses Supervision 

1. Alsuhaibani, Alhanouf. (2023). The Impact of financial development on environment, social, and 
governance (ESG) Performance: the case of MENA countries. (Master Thesis) Jeddah: Effat University. 

2. Almotairi, Waad. (2023). Financial performance analysis of hospitality industry in Saudi Arabia. (Master 
Thesis) Jeddah: Effat University. 

3. Alamoudi, Maryam. (2024). “The Role of Patient Capital in Enhancing Banks’ Financial Resilience During 
the COVID-19 Pandemic: The Case of GCC Countries.” (Master Thesis) Jeddah: Effat University. 

4. Farash, Ula. (2024). “The Impact of Green Investment on the Corporate Profitability: Evidence from 
GCC Countries.” (Master Thesis) Jeddah: Effat University. 

B. Undergraduate Theses / Research Projects 



 
 

 

1. Yakasai, Safiya. (2023). Exploring the Dynamics of E-banking in Saudi Arabia: An Analysis of Customer 
Satisfaction. (Undergraduate Thesis) Jeddah: Effat University. 

2. Tabhi, Hanin. (2023). A Comparison Study of Financial Performance of Islamic Banks and Conventional 
Banks in Saudi Arabia. (Undergraduate Thesis) Jeddah: Effat University. 

3. Khard, Fatimah. (2024). The Role of the Fintech Industry in Saudi Arabia's Vision 2023. (Undergraduate 
Thesis) Jeddah: Effat University. 

4. Baqays, Lujain. (2024). The Effects of Islamic Finance in on Economic Development. (Undergraduate 
Thesis) Jeddah: Effat University. 

5. Elghali, Malak. (2024). Assessing the Economic Feasibility of Vertical Farming. (Undergraduate Thesis) 
Jeddah: Effat University. 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

 

Aug '23 – to date    Editorial board member, Journal of Islamic Economics and Philanthropy (JIEP), (E-
ISSN: 2655-335X).  

Aug '22 – to date    Associate Member - Senior Associate, Chartered Institute of Islamic Finance 
Professionals (CIIF), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

2021 – to date         Editorial advisory board member, International Journal of Islamic and Middle 
Eastern Finance and Management, (ISSN 1753-8394). 

2020 – to date         Editorial board member, Journal of Political Science and International Relations, 
(ISSN 2640-2769). 

2020 – to date         Associate Editor, Journal of Economic Cooperation and Development (JECD) (ISSN 
1308-7800) – SCOPUS Journal. 

2008 – 2011              Features Editor, ISRA Bulletin, ISRA. 

 

RELEVANT SKILLS

 

Computer literate: MS Office (Word, PowerPoint, Excel, etc.) 

Econometric software: STATA, EViews, R 

Graphic design tools: Adobe Products (InDesign, Photoshop & Illustrator) 

Strong analytical and problem-solving abilities. 

 

Communication skills: I was a IIUM English Public Speaking Debate club member for four years. I have 

participated in over 50 debates locally as well as internationally. I also adjudicated several tournaments, both 

national and international. 
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